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Message from the Founder and Chief Executive of Dream Big Ghana NGO 

 
This is Dream Big Ghana NGO’s 6

th
 Annual Report, and I am delighted to report on the excellent 

results that this year has brought. Here are just a few of the highlights: 

 

Sanitation 

 

• Since starting our sanitation work in 2012, we have built 95 EcoSan toilets for families. This 

has brought health, safety and dignity to around 2,300 children, women and men in the 

coastal communities of Dzita and Dzita-Agbledomi.	
	

• Thanks to funding provided by Bazar International de Luxembourg and two other donors, we 

have successfully piloted the construction of an EcoSan toilet block with hand-washing 

facilities for Dzita EP/LA Basic School. The school has a roll of 700 pupils, of which 400 are 

girls and 300 boys. The toilet block was opened in January and has been used well to date. 

 

• We have supported and delivered health campaigns and hygiene education sessions through 

the Dream Big Community Learning Centre. 

 

Health care  

 

• We have hosted 1 medical and 5 nursing students from the Faculty of Medicine and Health 

Sciences at the University of Nottingham. During their time with us they have attended 

placements in our local clinics, run a workshop on personal health and opened an EcoSan 

toilet they helped to fund.  

 

• Because girls in our village communities lack adequate facilities for managing their 

menstruation, we have launched a new and exciting partnership with Days for Girls (DfG) 

International. DfG is a global movement that promotes the distribution of sustainable, 

reusable menstrual health Kits to girls who would otherwise miss school during their 

monthly period.  

 

• We have supported and delivered a range of sexual and reproductive health sessions 

through the Dream Big Community Learning Centre. 

 

Education 

 

• Over the past year, there have been more than 7,000 visits to the Dream Big Community 

Learning Centre – demonstrating the hunger there is for learning in our village communities! 

 

• We have facilitated and supported the delivery of a growing number of classes, workshops 

and talks this year – including homework support, Maths, English and Science classes, ICT 

skills, health and hygiene education, entrepreneurship skills, arts and craft, dancing, 

drumming and a host of other cultural activities. 

 

• Thanks to a grant provided by Better World Books, we have managed to increase the 

Learning Centre’s stock of laptops – bringing our total to 10 machines. The laptops support 

the delivery of a range of IT courses run for young people and adult learners – at beginner, 

intermediate and advanced level.    
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While we are pleased with the progress that has been made this year, we remain mindful that there 

is so much further to travel before everybody in our village communities has access to the basic 

human rights of decent sanitation, good health care and quality education.  

 

As we look ahead, we have some great news to share with you. Dream Big Ghana Foundation (DBGF) 

has received a hugely generous donation from a family foundation which is committed to charitable 

giving. DBGF has also been awarded a major grant by Goldman Sachs Gives, to drive tangible 

progress in the village communities served by our NGO. The funding received from the two sources 

is a complete game-changer for our NGO and we cannot thank the donors enough. The resources 

will enable us to trigger change on a broader scale and bring decent sanitation, better health care 

and educationally focused opportunities to many more people in our village communities. 

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank Josie Scott and Graeme Ramsey for their inspiring leadership 

as Joint Acting Directors whilst I was on an unpaid sabbatical – April 2017 to January 2018. During 

their time with us Josie and Graeme upgraded the infrastructure and administration processes of 

Meet Me There (MMT) African Home Lodge – whilst successfully delivering the NGO’s programme of 

work. They have left the NGO and MMT stronger and more resilient. We owe them both an 

enormous debt of gratitude. 

 

Huge credit is due to my Deputy Chief Executive, Christian Ganah, for the way in which he supported 

Josie and Graeme whilst I was on sabbatical, and for his remarkable dedication to the work of our 

NGO. Christian’s commitment to helping people in our village communities lift themselves out of 

poverty and build better lives is extraordinary. I am immensely grateful for all his efforts on the 

NGO’s behalf.  

 

Finally, I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has supported us this year – to the 

NGO’s staff team whose dedication and effort is second to none; to our donors and fund raisers 

whose contributions allow us to do what we do; to the Trustees of the Dream Big Ghana Foundation 

who publicise the work we do and provide grants to support our activities; and to our local Board in 

Dzita which oversees our work and makes sure our NGO is true to its mission and values. I thank 

each and every one of you for all that you do for Dream Big Ghana NGO, and for your contribution to 

the life-changing work that you can read about in this report.  

 

On behalf of the village communities we serve – thank you! 

 

Dougal Croudace 

Founder and Chief Executive – Dream Big Ghana NGO 

 

22 September 2018 

 

Please feel free to email me with any comments or questions you may have at dougaljc@hotmail.co.uk 
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Who we are 

 
Dream Big Ghana NGO was set up in 2010. We provide assistance for people who live in two very poor coastal 

village communities, called Dzita and Dzita-Agbledomi, in the Volta region of Ghana. The combined population 

of the communities stands at around 10,000 and income is derived primarily from fishing and farming activity. 

The majority of villagers live below the UN poverty baseline of $1.25 a day.  

 

The mission of our NGO is to transform the lives of people in Dzita and Dzita-Agbledomi by improving access to 

sanitation, health care and educationally focused opportunities. Our vision is a community where everyone 

has access to decent sanitation, good health care and quality education and training. 

 

Our NGO provides employment for 14 Ghanaians who are members of the village communities we serve. We 

also provide placement opportunities for a small number of volunteers recruited to support the delivery of our 

programmes. These volunteers are mainly drawn from the UK, New Zealand, Australia, Canada and the USA. 

 

We are based at the Meet Me There African Home Lodge, which lies on the coast between the villages of Dzita 

and Dzita-Agbledomi. As well as providing accommodation for visitors and volunteers, the Lodge is the 

administrative base for our NGO. 

 

As far as our values are concerned, we treat everyone with dignity and respect. We are accountable to those 

whose lives we hope to see transformed, to those we work with and those who support us. We work with 

others to maximize our impact, respecting diversity and difference in the pursuit of common goals. We act 

with honesty and conviction and our actions are consistent with openness, equality and human rights.  

 

Our work is supported by the Dream Big Ghana Foundation, which was set up as a UK charity in April 2013 - 

Registered Charity Number 1156992. The Foundation’s job is to publicise the work we do and raise funds to 

support our activities. See the Foundation's website for more details: www.dreambigghana.org.uk  

 

We are Dream Big Ghana – turning dreams into reality! 
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Our governance  
 

As part of Dream Big Ghana NGO’s commitment to building an organisation which is accountable to 

the village communities it serves, we have established a local Board which oversees our work. 

 

The inaugural Board meeting of the ‘Dream Big Ghana Community Development Programmes’, of 

Dzita, Volta Region, Ghana was held on 8 September 2018. Agbotadua Torgbui Kumassah was 

appointed Chairman of the Board.  Kenneth Edzorozinam Kpedor, Dougal Joshua Croudace, Christian 

Ganah and Peta Hall were appointed Board members. 

 

Led by our Chair, Agbotadua Torgbui Kumassah, our Board has to take account of the needs of 

children, women and men living in our village communities, and balance that with being accountable 

to our supporters for using their money in the best possible way. The Board makes sure that the 

NGO is true to its mission and values, checks that its progress is in keeping with its plans, and sees 

that it complies with the undertakings and obligations set out in the NGO’s Constitution. 

 

For more details on the governance, you can read our Constitution which covers our agreed 

governance practices, policies and structures. For a copy, please email me at 

dougaljc@hotmail.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dougal Croudace, Peta Hall, Christian Ganah, Agbotadua Torgbui Kumassah and Kenneth Edzorozinam Kpedor 
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Our new Patron  

Christian Atsu – Newcastle United mid-fielder and Republic of Ghana International – accepted the 

position of patron in December 2017. As a Voltarian, and an internationally successful footballer, 

Christian is a great role model for young people in our village communities. It is hoped that he will 

play a role in raising the profile of our youth sports coaching and community development activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christian Atsu with Dougal Croudace and Charlie French   
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Sanitation   

Why it matters 

Access to sanitation and hygiene is a human right. Yet, according to the latest estimates (2015) from 

WHO and UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene (JMP), only 

9% of Ghana’s rural population has access to basic sanitation and 11% to hand-washing facilities 

with soap and water. Poor sanitation and hygiene practices are linked to malnutrition and diseases 

such as diarrhoea and cholera. Diarrhoeal disease is the second leading cause of death in children 

under 5 (WHO). Poor sanitation and hygiene practices reduce productivity and increase healthcare 

costs, trapping communities in poverty. 

The coastal communities of Dzita and Dzita-Agbledomi are particularly deprived. Very few people 

have access to basic sanitation. As a result, villagers are forced to defecate in the open, spreading 

diseases such as diarrhoea and cholera. Improving sanitation practices will bring huge economic 

gains to our communities. WHO estimates that for every US dollar invested in improving sanitation 

and hygiene there is an economic return of 4 US dollars resulting from health and productivity gains. 

 

As far as sanitation in our local schools is concerned, toilets are few in number and in a state of 

disrepair. There are hardly any working hand-washing and menstrual hygiene facilities, thereby 

deterring attendance – particularly of adolescent girls. Children are driven to leave the school 

grounds and find an open space, lagoon or gutter during the school day. With so many children in 

one place and few sanitation facilities, diseases spread quickly and children’s education is disrupted 

by having to miss school due to illness. The more school they miss, the harder it is to make progress 

and improve their future career prospects. Open defecation also puts children in danger of 

harassment and attack, raising significant questions over child protection at school. 

 

How we help 
 

Dream Big Ghana NGO brings life-saving sanitation to people who live in the coastal communities of 

Dzita and Dzita-Agbledomi.  

 

Our sanitation work covers family and school facilities and has grown considerably in recent years.  

We are concerned with not just the provision of a physical toilet, but also the accompanying health 

and hygiene education that is taken for granted in the West.  

 

All our toilets are ecological sanitation (EcoSan) toilets. EcoSan toilets are above ground units that 

recycle human waste, and use natural processes to transform that waste into a safe, organic 

compost and fertilizer. We pride ourselves on our construction quality. No unit has ever been 

damaged directly by the elements, despite tropical storms and flash floods. We anticipate that our 

units have a thirty-year life span.  

 

Our NGO staff team instructs prospective toilet users in the proper use and maintenance of facilities. 

We also provide users with hand-washing demonstrations in order to maximise the health benefits 

of access to safe sanitation. We work closely with health and education partners in the locality to 

change entrenched unsafe behaviour such as open defecation and inadequate disposal of human 

waste. 
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We work closely with the leaders of our village communities – chiefs, elders, assemblymen, unit 

committee members, headteachers and youth leaders – to develop plans, agree priorities and report 

on progress. We have formalised this partnership working via our Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

(WASH) Committee.  

 

A Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) approach encourages villagers to maintain their own toilets 

and change their hygiene behaviour positively. It is an innovative methodology that supports 

communities to recognize the negative effects of poor sanitation and empowers them to work 

together to find collective solutions to improve sanitation and hygiene. For further information 

about the CLTS approach, please visit the following page -   

 

http://www.communityledtotalsanitation.org/page/clts-approach 

 

Families provide the land where toilets are installed, and make a small contribution to the cost of 

providing the facility. This encourages a strong sense of pride, thus leading to greater ownership and 

sustainability. 

2017-18 highlights 

• This year, we have completed our 95
th

 EcoSan toilet with hand-washing facilities, thanks to 

the generosity of our many loyal supporters. As each toilet serves an estimated 25 villagers, 

the 95 toilets built to date will benefit around 2,300 residents in our village communities. An 

important achievement, but still a long way to go before everyone has proper access to 

decent sanitation.	
	

• Having secured funding from the Bazar International de Luxembourg and 2 other donors, we 

have built an EcoSan toilet block with hand-washing facilities for Dzita EP/LA Basic School. 

The school has a roll of 700 pupils, of which 400 are girls and 300 boys. There are 12 

members of staff, including the Head Teacher. The toilet block was opened January and has 

been well used to date. 

 

• We have supported and delivered health campaigns and hygiene education sessions through 

the Dream Big Community Learning Centre. 

Looking ahead 

Our priority is to improve access to decent sanitation for children, women and men in Dzita and Dzita-

Agbledomi by: 

 

• continuing to provide above ground EcoSan toilets that recycle human excreta and use 

natural processes to transform excreta into safe, organic compost and fertilizer for use by 

both families and schools;  

 

• further developing our hand washing demonstrations and hygiene education workshops in 

order to maximize the health benefits of improved access to safe sanitation. 
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Health care  

Why it matters 
 

Ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being for everyone, regardless of age, is important to 

building prosperous societies. Access to good health care is a human right, and that is why the UN’s 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development offers a new chance to ensure everyone can have access 

to decent quality, reliable health care – not just the wealthiest. 

 

The overall survival rates of children in Ghana have improved over the past ten years. Malaria is the 

leading cause of death for children under five, and malnutrition is a significant indirect cause of child 

mortality. Continued reduction of HIV prevalence indicates progress, but prevention of mother-to-

child transmission and coverage of paediatric antiretroviral therapy remain unacceptably low, and 

stigma and discrimination continue to hamper the uptake of services.  

 

Volta Region is ranked lowest amongst the 10 Regions of the Ghana Health Service (GHS) in the 2017 

health league table. The Region was 10
th

 in the infant mortality, neonatal mortality, antenatal care 

coverage and skilled delivery rates. It was 9
th

 in the under-five mortality, maternal mortality and 

teenage pregnancy rates. The healthcare performance of the Region is described as “unsatisfactory”. 

 

The coastal communities of Dzita and Dzita-Agbledomi are particularly deprived. Very few people 

have access to good health care. Poor nutrition is a particular concern in people in our communities, 

as is access to sexual and reproductive health information and services. 

 

How we help 

 

In order to improve villager’s access to health care, our NGO has developed strong links with the 

Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences at the University of Nottingham, the former workplace of Dr 

Linda East, a Trustee of the Dream Big Ghana Foundation. 

 

As part of the Faculty’s international electives programme we support and facilitate placement 

opportunities for medical and nursing students to work in local clinics. The placement roles on offer 

are varied and include triaging patients, dispensing medication in the pharmacy, assisting with 

maternal and child health services (including antenatal care and delivery), working in labs 

completing blood tests and supporting community outreach projects (such as health education 

teaching sessions and childhood immunization). Placement opportunities are also provided in the 

nearby Keta District Hospital in a number of clinical settings, including maternal and children’s 

health, adult medicine and surgery, dentistry, general outpatients, an eye clinic and an isolation 

ward for infectious diseases. 

 

More recently our health care programme has expanded its focus to menstrual hygiene. Lack of 

access to affordable feminine hygiene options is a pressing problem in our village communities. Too 

many girls here miss out on school while menstruating due to stigma, a lack of sanitary supplies and 

inadequate toilet facilities. Unable to afford disposable pads, many girls resort to using materials like 

rags or newspaper for the duration of their monthly periods.  A culture of embarrassment and 

shame surrounds the issue.  
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We have worked in collaboration with a community health nurse from the Ghana Health Service 

(GHS) to investigate the effect of menstruation on school attendance in our village communities. A 

survey undertaken in 4 local schools found that 73% of girls cannot afford disposable pads, 69% 

resort to using materials such as cloth and paper, 17% miss out on school during menstruation, and 

89% see the need for a reusable menstrual pad. 

 

In order to tackle the problem, our NGO has forged a new and exciting partnership with Days for 

Girls (DfG) Ghana. DfG Ghana is part of the global movement that makes sustainable, washable 

menstrual pads for girls who would otherwise miss school during their monthly periods.  

 

The pads come as part of a Kit which also includes underwear, washcloth and soap, all enclosed in a 

colourful drawstring bag. The bright colours camouflage staining. The absorbent liners unfold like a 

washcloth, which allows girls to wash and dry them in the sun without causing embarrassment. A 

single Kit costs about $10 USD (48 GHC) to make and can keep a girl in school for up to 3 years, if 

maintained properly. 

 

https://www.daysforgirls.org  

 

 “Every girl, no matter where she lives, deserves the opportunity to develop the promise inside of her.”  

- Michelle Obama 

 

2017-18 highlights 
 

• This year, we have hosted 1 medical student and 5 nursing students from the Faculty of 

Medicine and Health Sciences at the University of Nottingham. During their time with us 

they have attended placements in our local clinics, run a workshop on personal health and 

opened an EcoSan toilet they helped to fund.  

 

• We have teamed up with a community health nurse from the Ghana Health Service to 

distribute 300 DfG Kits to girls in 2 pilot secondary schools. The distribution of Kits is 

incomplete without health education, so the community health nurse has also run menstrual 

health workshops for recipients which cover the following elements: 

 

- Puberty 

- The female and male reproductive systems 

- A phased description of the menstrual cycle 

- Tracking the menstrual cycle 

- The link between menstruation and reproduction 

- Instruction on how to use the menstrual kit 

- Sanitation and hygiene best practice while menstruating and using the Kit 

 

• In a follow-up survey carried out by the community health nurse, 100% of Kit recipients 

reported that they found their health education session useful, 96% that use of the 

menstrual Kit had stopped them missing school during their periods, and 93% that they 

would definitely recommend the DfG Kits to other girls. The two survey reports are available 

on request. 
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• Having demonstrated the need to improve access to menstrual hygiene for girls in our 

village communities, we have ordered a further 1000 DfG Kits for distribution in the coming 

year. There is still a long way to go in the area of menstrual hygiene, but we have made an 

important start. 

 

• We have supported and delivered a number of sexual and reproductive health sessions 

through the Dream Big Community Learning Centre. 

 

Looking ahead  
 

Our priority is to improve access to health care for children, women and men in our village 

communities by: 

 

• continuing to engage with the healthcare elective placement programme mounted by the 

Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences at the University of Nottingham; 

 

• increasing access to menstrual care and education, so that more girls in our communities 

can stay in school, live with dignity, pursue a job and find happiness; 

 

• increasing access to reproductive health information and services, with the support of 

colleagues in the Ghana Health Service. 
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Education 

Why it matters 

“Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world” – Nelson Mandela 

 

Ghana has been a regional leader in the delivery of ‘Education for All’, reaching the education 

Millennium Development Goals well ahead of time. In 2016, net enrolment ratio reached 92% at 

Primary level, and 50% at Junior High School (JHS) level. Gender parity has been achieved at the 

Primary and JHS levels. Nonetheless, many students in Ghana do not benefit from a quality 

education, and girls are disproportionately disadvantaged, especially during the transition to senior 

secondary education.  

 

Whist school enrolment in the Volta Region is higher than the national average, satisfaction with the 

quality of both primary and secondary education is the lowest in the country. The proportion of 

people across the Region reporting satisfaction with primary and secondary education is very low at 

19% and 21% respectively. This compares with 40% and 43% for Ghana as a whole. The main 

complaints are that classes are woefully overcrowded, sanitation and hygiene facilities lacking, 

trained teachers and books in short supply and IT non-existent. 

 

Most children in our village communities have little access to books. While they may go to school, 

they have limited access to textbooks and little opportunity to read age-appropriate material. 

Unfortunately, real development can only occur when children are empowered by access to 

information and the habits of reading and critical thinking. 

 

What we do 
 

We have built and staffed the Dream Big Community Learning Centre for members of our village 

communities. The Centre is well designed with vibrant indoor / outdoor learning spaces and is 

known for its beautiful garden. It was formally opened in February 2017 at a ceremony which was 

attended by around 200 guests.  

 

The purpose of the Learning Centre is to facilitate and support activities which have the potential to 

improve the lives and livelihoods of local people. The provision on offer is informed by community 

need and is designed to empower young people and adult learners so that they can help themselves 

to take the first steps out of poverty. As well as supporting the development of literacy and 

numeracy skills, the Learning Centre acts as a central hub for activities considered important by our 

village communities – including homework support, Maths, English and Science classes, ICT 

instruction, entrepreneurship talks, health and hygiene education, arts and craft, dancing, drumming 

and a host of other cultural activities. 

 

The Learning Centre is stocked with a wide and growing selection of books requested by local 

readers. African novels and storybooks, children’s books with village themes, and EWE language 

materials for the newly literate village reader are especially popular. We strive to include in our 

library collection as much relevant, useful information as is available – whether about building a 



 15 

compost pit, a chicken coop, or treatment of dysentery. As well as its stock of books the Learning 

Centre has a number of laptops which are well used by members of our village communities. 

 

The Learning Centre is superbly managed by two members of our team, Godsway and Emmanuel, 

who have been well trained in their roles by the Osu Children’s Library Fund in Accra – it takes a 

great deal of skill and coordination to make sure that the facility is always kept clean, well-organised 

and offers a stimulating mix of workshops and activities that appeal to learners of all ages.  Thanks 

to their energy and enthusiasm, the Centre has established itself as a lively hub for our community.  

 

2017-18 highlights 
 

Over the past year there have been more than 7,000 visits to the Dream Big Community Learning 

Centre, demonstrating the hunger for learning in our village communities! 

 

We have facilitated and supported a growing number of activities this year, including: 

 

• Reading and numeracy classes 

• Quizzes and games 

• IT workshops 

• Small business training 

• Entrepreneurship talks 

• Menstrual hygiene workshops 

• Sexual and reproductive health information classes 

• Traditional basket weaving / batik / broom making  

• Bag / earring / flip-flop making workshops 

• Pattern making and sewing skills classes 

• Singing, traditional instruments and dance workshops 

• Kora performances  

Thanks to a grant provided by ‘Better World Books’, we have managed to increase the Centre’s stock 

of laptops – bringing our total to 10 machines. The laptops underpin the suite of IT courses we run for 

young people and adult learners – at beginner, intermediate and advanced level.    

 

We have increased the Centre’s stock of learning materials and books this year. Additions include 

textbooks to support learning in our local schools, novels published in our local language Ewe, and 

storybooks with village themes.        

Looking ahead 

Our priority is to continue providing education and training activities that have the potential to 

improve the lives and livelihoods of children, women and men in Dzita and Dzita-Agbledomi. 
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Sports coaching and development 

What we do 
 

Football is very popular in Ghana and is a great tool for community development. We facilitate a 

football coaching programme which caters for girls as well as boys teams. In addition to providing 

mental and physical benefits, participation in the programme teaches young people vital life skills 

such as discipline and team work. It can also bring an important sense of self-worth and belonging. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

	
	
	
	

 

 

 

 

2017-18 highlights  

• This year, we were able to get our football coaching programme back on the road. Our 

Community Learning Centre instructor, Emmanuel, has taken on the role of head coach, 

leading training sessions three times a week.   

 

• In May, we joined forces with the Chelsea Foundation and ran a successful community 

football tournament for teams in our village communities. We hope to continue partnership 

working with the Chelsea Foundation next year. 

 

• The ‘Right to Dream’ Football Academy in Akosombo, Ghana, provided the opportunity for 

our coach, Emmanuel, to participate in a football skills training programme. We are hopeful 

that further collaborations will follow. 

Looking ahead 

Our priority is to further develop our junior football coaching programme as a means of imparting vital 

life skills to girls and boys in our village communities. 
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Partnership working with GLA 
 
 

Our NGO supports the delivery of Global Leadership Adventure’s Ghana-based international student 

programme which is aimed at high school students. The 14-day programme, which is entitled 

“Ghana: Building Healthy Villages”, offers students who have an interest in health and humanitarian 

issues a potentially life-changing African experience.  

 

2017-18 highlights 
 

Three groups of students participated in the “Ghana: Building Healthy Villages” programme this 

year. Feedback received shows that the programme continues to be life-changing for many 

participants. 

 

The following comments are typical: 

 

• The most rewarding experience ever. I made so many new friends. It was absolutely 
amazing. I’ve always had trouble opening up to people in a short amount of time, and this 
trip simply proved me wrong. The places were so much fun and the culture was an entirely 
new experience. I loved it! 

• The thing that I found most rewarding about the community service project was the 
gratitude that the community members had towards us. It felt great to help them as well as 
the feeling of being able to build a toilet from the ground up. 

• Being surrounded by the amazing students, staff, and villagers while doing something 
meaningful felt extremely rewarding. 

• The health activities we did made me realise how fortunate I am to have simple things that I 
don’t even think about having. 

• The community health activities made me realise the privileges we have in the US and 
enlightened me about the many challenges in a developing country. 

 

Looking ahead 
 
We will continue to support the delivery of GLA’s Ghana-based international student programme. 
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Meet Me There African Home Lodge 

Meet Me There African Home Lodge was established in 2002. As well as providing accommodation 

and social spaces for volunteers, placement students and other guests, the Lodge is the 

administrative centre for Dream Big Ghana NGO. In March 2013, the Lodge experienced a major 

setback when a fire destroyed a number of guest rooms.  Since that time, we have largely rebuilt, 

refurbished and generally upgraded the accommodation and social spaces at the Lodge in order to 

enhance the experience of participating volunteers and placement students. 

2017-18 highlights 

• The accommodation and social spaces at the Lodge have been further developed. 

• New parking facilities were constructed and the garden re-landscaped. 

• We have implemented a recycling waste system. 

• Following an upgrade from mobile service providers, and the improved availability of 3G, we 

have raised our profile on social media. 

• We have been awarded the Trip Advisor ‘Certificate of Excellence’ for the 3
rd

 year running! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking ahead 

Our priority for the coming year is to continue improving the quality of accommodation and social 

spaces at Meet Me There African Home Lodge so that they remain welcoming, comfortable and 

attractive for volunteers, placement students and other guests. 
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Meet Me There Weekender Festival 

Charlie French, a Trustee of the Dream Big Ghana Foundation, and Dougal Croudace mounted the 

first ever not-for-profit festival at Meet Me There African Home Lodge in March 2018. The purpose 

of the festival was: 

 

• to promote the vibrant music, arts and culture scene Ghana is blessed with; 

• to increase awareness of the NGO; 

• to raise funds for our sanitation and education programmes. 

 

We are delighted to report that the festival was a huge success. It was well attended and 

enthusiastically supported by members of our local community. Charlie and Dougal are planning a 

follow-up event, to be held in early 2019!  

 

https://www.mmtweekender.com 
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Financial Review – Year to 31 July 2018 

Income 
 

Dream Big Ghana NGO’s income for the year to 31 July 2018 was £51,970. Dream Big Ghana 

Foundation made a total of 13 grants, totalling £44,804. In addition, we also received contributions 

amounting to £6,966 (43,050 GHC) from Meet Me There African Home Lodge. 

 

 
 

Expenditure 
 

In the year to 31 July 2018, we spent £51,970 (321,175 GHC) to help build a better future for 

children, women and men in the village communities of Dzita and Dzita-Agbledomi. The money was 

spent on school and family toilet facilities, menstrual hygiene provision, lifelong learning 

opportunities, and the purchase of a Toyota Hilux pick-up truck, to replace our previous truck that 

was no longer road-worthy. The latter plays a crucial role in enabling us to deliver our programmes. 

 

 

87%

13%

Where our income came from in 2017-18

Total Income £51,970

Dream Big Ghana Foundation

Meet Me There Lodge

35%

6%
9%

50%

Total expenditure 2017-18

£51,970

Sanitation

Health care

Eduation

Toyota Hilux
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Thank you! 
 

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who has given generously to support 

Dream Big Ghana’s work. We could not do it without you. Here we thank the individuals and 

organisations who have given significant support in the past year, or have agreed to do so in the 

coming one. 

 

• Agbotadua Torgbui Kumassah, Chair and Board Member – Dream Big Ghana Community 

Development Programmes of Dzita, Volta Region, Ghana 

• Alanah McKeever, GLA alumna and fundraiser 

• Aliie Salvucci, GLA alumna and fundraiser 

• Aurora Group, Wiltshire 

• Barnaby King, Dream Big Ghana supporter and fundraiser  

• Bazar International de Luxembourg 

• Better World Books 

• Charlie French, Trustee, Dream Big Ghana Foundation  

• Christian Atsu – Newcastle United mid-fielder and Republic of Ghana International 

• Christopher Croudace, Trustee of Dream Big Ghana Foundation 

• Christopher French and Ghizlan El Glaoui, Dream Big Ghana supporters and donors 

• David McGibney, Dream Big Ghana supporter 

• Dr Linda East, Trustee of Dream Big Ghana Foundation 

• Friends of ‘Mighty Mayte’, donating in her memory 

• Gent family, Dream Big Ghana supporters and fundraisers  

• Georgie Wordley, Dream Big Ghana supporter 

• Global Leadership Adventures (GLA), San Diego, California 

• Goldman Sachs Gives 

• Graeme Ramsey, CEO The Problem Gambling Foundation, NZ, Dream Big Ghana supporter 

• Henry Djangmah, International Liaison Partner, UHY Voscon Chartered Accountants, Accra, Ghana 

• Jacqui Buffton and Richard Ingham, Dream Big Ghana supporters and donors 

• Hugh Newton, Dream Big Ghana supporter and donor 

• Jessica Miller, Dream Big Ghana supporter and donor 

• Josie Scott, Private Practice in Counselling and Art Therapy, NZ, Dream Big Ghana supporter and 

donor 

• Kenneth Edzorozinam Kpedor, Board Member – Dream Big Ghana Community Development 

Programmes of Dzita, Volta Region, Ghana 

• Kirstin Thompson, Solicitor, Fraser Brown, Nottingham 

• Lin Redman and ‘Suncebeat’ friends, Dream Big Ghana donors 

• Maddie Sears, GLA alumna and fundraiser  

• Margot Madin, Partner, UHY Hacker Young Chartered Accountants, Nottingham 

• Michael and Adrienne Brown, Dream Big Ghana supporters and donors 

• Oliver Steen, Trustee, Dream Big Ghana Foundation  

• Peta Hall, Secretary and Board Member – Dream Big Ghana Community Development Programmes of 

Dzita, Volta Region, Ghana 

• Rosina Ahot Mensah, Community Health Nurse, Ghana Health Service Rosina Ahot Mensah, 

Community Health Nurse, Ghana Health Service 

• Rye St Anthony School, Dream Big Ghana fundraiser  

• Safo Mawako Kutorwu, Artist, Ghana 

• Simon Fraser, Director African Drumming, Dream Big Ghana fundraiser and donor 

• Staff and students of the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, University of Nottingham 

• Staff of Dream Big Ghana NGO and Meet Me There African Home Lodge 

• Stefan Amstutz, Dream Big Ghana supporter and donor 

• Stephen Bradshaw, Dream Big Ghana supporter and donor 

• Tim Ryan, Volute Ltd 
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Final remarks 

Dream Big Ghana is having a real impact on the lives of children, women and men in the coastal 

communities of Dzita and Dzita-Agbledomi. With relatively limited resources, we have managed to 

bring decent sanitation, better health care and quality education and training to many people. We 

know we can’t do any of this without the continued practical and financial support of the individuals 

and organisations that support the work we are doing in Ghana. Our achievements are built on your 

generosity and inspiration, and every day we are making change happen in two of the country’s 

poorest and most marginalised communities. As always, we want to thank you for your incredible 

support over the past year – you have given people in poverty the hope and assistance they need to 

build a better future.  

 

We are Dream Big Ghana – turning dreams into reality! 
 
Dougal Croudace  

Founder and Chief Executive Dream Big Ghana NGO 

 

22 September 2018 


